
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE DUBLIN PENNY JOURNAL. 



2S9 



He was particularly remarkable for cherishing native ta- 
lent; and during his reign, (for reign it might almost be 
called,) Pilltown and its immediate neighbourhood pro- 
duced several young artists of no inconsiderable merit in 
their respective branches of the fine arts. Some, indeed, 
with the fatality attendant on Irish genius, have, since 
then, verified the description of the poet, 

'* Unhallowed they sleep in the cross-ways of fame ;" 

while others, (and some of them are still living,) have 
acquired a fair share of local celebrity for their cleverness 
and talent. Under the dynasty of the person we allude 
to, a spirit for outward improvement at least, was diffused 
throughout the bosoms of most of the tenantry, which 
the fostering care and encouraging eye of the proprietor 
himself, has since matured and preserved, practice aird 
theory having gone on hand in hand under his prudent 
direction. About eight years ago, Lord Dnncannon, 
eldest son. to the earl of Bessborough, visited for the first 
time, this portion of the possessions of his ancestors, 
bringing his family with him. The change which immedi- 
ately took place for. the better in the entire appearance 
of the piace, and in the condition of the inhabitants, was 
strikingly great. There were rack rents and middlemen 
before, which not alJ the external beauty of the place 



could atone for. These were both at once, nnd without 
delay, abolished. There were occasionally village tyran- 
nies : these were put a stop to. The poorest labourer 
was taught to feel, that though he was subject himself to 
the controul of the laws, he had also a protection in them 
from oppression. In his arrival also, an incentive was 
given to industry — to improvement, an example — to mo- 
rality, a reward ; and to vice a powerful and stern check. 
But to return to our description of the place : a moun- 
tain stream empties itself into the Suir, about a mile and 
a half from the hamlet, capable of floating boats of seven- 
ty tons or upwards, when the tide swells the waters of this 
Pill, from which the village takes its name, Immediately 
behind the market-house is a commodious quay and dock- 
yard, to which the navigation of the Pill only extends. 
A bridge or viaduct has been built within the last few- 
years, (over another stream which flows into the Pill from 
an angle of the demesne,) for the purpose of cutting off 
a short rocky hill on the Waterford road, which now runs 
on straight by the right hand corner of the hotel, instead 
of turning by the small gate pier to the right, in the fore- 
ground of the engraving; The view of the market-house 
exhibits the road leading to Carriek, through the principal 
part of the village, which lies up amongst the trees in the 
distance. 




MAKKIiT-HOUSE— PJLLTGWN. 



At the very extremity of this end stands an unfinished 
tower, erected to perpetuate the memory of one of the 
Ponsonby family, who fell in the last war. Midway in the 
village is built a pretty school-house for the Protestant 
children ; while the upper part of the market-house serves 
a similar purpose for the Roman Catholics. 

The hotel, of which we have given a view, is pregnant 
with a considerable degree of interest in itself. Its pro- 
prietor, Mr, Redmond Anthony, evidently imbued with 
the spirit of the late agent of the estate, has been engag- 
ed for many years in the formation of a museum ; and 
the collection of paintings,, minerals, fossils, gems, statu- 
ary, medais, armour, antiques of every description, and 
from every country, with which he has enriched the little 
gallery, in the turreted angle of the building, immediately 



merous articles of Irish antique, of great value, and rarely 
to be met with, carry us off" in imagination to the days 

"When Malachi wore the collar of gold." 

Besides a specimen of this collar, numerous varieties of old 
Milesian and Danish jewellery, general ornaments, spear 
heads, battle axes, armours, &c. adorn some of the com- 
partments of a rich Japanese cabinet. Turkish, Chinese, 
Indian, Polar, and European travellers, would here recog- 
nize articles of the costume, arms, natural curiosities, &c. 
of their respective lands; and even the wild chief of the 
American woods, might start at beholding his calumet, 
mocassins, scalps, wampum belts, bows and arrows, &c. 
amongst all the extraordinary products of other clime* 
with which this emporium abounds. Could the chivalrous 



over the Post-Office, might fairly challenge many museums j knights of the 1 5th century again assume their mortal coil, 
of great pretensions and extent, to an examination, Nu- 1 their arms, defensive and offensive, might here be once 
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snore assumed; and the fowler of the Birman empire 
might Bud in an Irish village beneath the Walsh mountains, 
the gilded and richly ornamented bow, and the timber- 
topped, ball-headed arrows, with which he brings down 
his variegated and glittering game, with unharmed plum- 
age. Here are to be seen specimens of shark, sword-fish, 
tortoise, hoar, lynx, alligator, &e. of other lands. Amongst 
the various medals and coins, there is one of Alexander 
the Great, which was found, together with a considerable 
number of others of different dates and countries, under 
the foundation of the northern gateway of the Abbey of 
Ferns, county of Wexford. J. Aspin, in his Systematic 
Analysis of Universal History, speaking on the subject of 
coins' and medals, observes, that " few studies are of more 
importance to history, than that of coins and medals. 
Amongst the Greeks and Romans no war was declared, 
no peace concluded, no colony founded, no magistrate 
entered upon his functions, no prince ascended the throne, 
but a medal was struck commemorating the event ; they 
ave, therefore, in the absence of other documents, of the 
first importance to the chronologer in enabling him to fix 
the dates of such events as they were designed to perpe- 
tuate. The medal of Alexander, to which we allude, has 
on the obverse, the head of that prince in fine relief, 
crowned with the chaplet of ivy leaves and berries, which 
was the symbol of Bacchus, and which Alexander assum- 
ed., on his conquest of India. There is also a ram's horn, 
(the symbol of strength and power ascribed to Jupiter 
Amnion, whose son Alexander was ambitious of being 
thought) twisting round from the back of the ear. This 
horn was also an attribute of Bacchus, and it might be, 
that he took it together with the chaplet; or it might be 
the goat's, which was the symbol of Macedon. However, 
the former is the most probable supposition. On the 
reverse is the figure of Hercules,, clad in the skin of the 
Nemean lion, and having the club in his hand." Aspin 
says the figure of Hercules is common on the coins of 
Alexander "the Great. Partly round the margin, and on 
the exergue,* is a Greek legend in very old characters, 
and in the Doric dialect, the first two words of which run 
from left to right, in the usual manner, while the last word 
is from right to left. Now, Froelick, quoted by Pinker- 
ton, remarks, u coins of the most remote antiquity may- 
be distinguished by certain infallible characteristics;" 
amongst which he enumerates " their not being exactly 
round — of a globous swelling shape— antiquity of the al- 
phabet — the letters being retrograde, or ike first division of 
the legend in the common style, while the rest is retro- 
grade." The coin in question possesses both these signs. 
Formerly, Mr. Anthony allowed every person free privi- 
lege to inspect his gallery: a small sum is now charged, 
which is applied to the funds of the Fever .Hospital of 
Garrick-on-Suir, by which means the institution is bene- 
fitted to the amount of about £50 per annum. 

There is a Farming Society established here under the 
superintendence and patronage of Lord Duncannon, which 
has been of very great advantage to the country generally b 



THE GHOST AND THE TWO ■' BLACKSMITHS.. ' 
Upwards of forty years ago, in the beautiful little Vil- 
lage of KandaJstown, 

" Wham ne'er a town surpasses 
For honest men and bonnie lasses," 

there lived a blacksmith, named James "Walker ; he was 
an industrious, honest man, and regularly attended the 
Presbyterian house of worship— but still he had his fail- 
ings. Me occasionally took a little too much of the 
mountain-dew, to quench the spark in his throat, but was 
accounted a most excellent workman notwithstanding. 
About a mile and a half from the village, oh the road lead- 



ing to Ahoghiil, lived another blacksmith^ called Ha*-ry 
Donnell. Harry was in most respects^ a similar charac- 
ter j for he too had a similar failing, with this exception, 
that though he had to pass through Randalstown to the 
chapel, he made it a point never to be seen tipsy on Sun- 
day. At any other time, when he came to the village, 
James and he were sure to have a drop. During their 
potations, however, they never meddled with religion, 
wisely observing, that it was a subject too sacred" for 
discussion over the bottle. Their time' was generally 
employed in discussing the most improved methods of 
shoeing horses, making spades and plough-irons, &c. ; and 
whatever improvement any of them had made or found 
out, it was freely imparted to the other. 

It happened one year, in the latter part of autumn, that 
Harry had been detained longer than usual from seeing 
his friend; but having got his corn in, and the potatoes 
secured from the coming frosty blast, he resolved to go to 
the village to purchase some iron and coals and other ar- 
ticles, but more especially to see his friend, James, and 
have a glass. He left home in the afternoon of one 
of the dreary days in November, telling his family not to 
be uneasy if he should delay longer than usual, being 
almost certain he would get company home. 

As he walked along the road, his eye wandered with 
delight down the sloping vale of the river Main, where 
the then comfortable farmers resided in independence, 
and hospitality sat smiling at their board; but, alas ! the 
times are altered there now. He soon reached the town; 
and having made his purchases, and arranged all to his 
mind, he called at the shop of his fiiend, James, from 
whom he received a hearty shake of the hand, with an 
expression 0/ surprise at his being so long absent. 

They immediately went to the sign of the Black Bull, 
—were shown into the little parlour, where a rousing 
turf-fire was blazing in the grate, at which they sat down 
—called for half a pint of spirits, and in a short time a 
smoking jug of punch was on the tabic, » which they 
speedily quaffed, discoursing on their usual topics; and 
the jug was again and again emptied and replenished, 
till the toll of the curfew informed them.it was nine 
o'clock. Harry then remarked that it was time he was 
home, adding a wish that he was past Brmnarory Busk® 
"where," he said, "so many feanome things had been 
seen, and about which so many alarming stones had been 
told." This led them into a discussion on the existence of 
ghosts, fairies, and other aerial beings *. James arguing that 
there were no such things, and Harry as firmly maintaining 
that there were. At last, James, seeing that all his argu- 
ments had no effect in convincing Harry, or in removing 
his fear, proffered to accompany him beyond the dreaded 
bush; protesting that he feared neither ghost, nor fairy, nor 
even emissary of the oidd hoy himself. Harry thankfully 
accepted his company^ and, when matters were thus ar- 
ranged, they repaired to. the bar, to pay the reckoning; 
after which "Harry remarking, that it would be very dan- 
gerous to go out in so cold a night after drinking warm 
punch, without a taste of raw spirits, called for another 
naggin, during the drinking of which their former subject 
was renewed at the bar, and was attentively listened to 
by all who surrounded the kitchen fire. .At last Harry 
and James set off; James still protesting that he was as 
little afraid of passing Drumarory bush as any other bush. 
Their discourse ran mostly on the same subject till* 
" The dreaded bush was drawing nigh, 
Whar ghosts and witches nightly cry j 1 * 

but, io their great inward satisfaction, all was quiet. 
Scarcely had they proceeded a lew paces further, when a 



* J$tietgum,Erfergite, (from the Greek " ex ergon" out of 
the work,} is the bottom of a coin, commonly separated from 
the field by a line, upon whicJi the figures of the ie verse stand. 
When the letters run round the margin, or on the exerguC, 
they are 'denominated "a legend; hue when they occupy the 
M& Ihey are called fc inscription* 



* Drumarory Bush was a large hawthorn, that grew on 
tjie. edge, of the road, one half mile out of Haiukdstown in 
going to '.Ahoghiil; arid \yas famous in country story, as the 
haunt of fairies, witches* and evil spirits ; 'and even the devil 
himself was said to be seen at it ; so that it was a place very 
&W liked to pass at a late hour. In iact; the writer, when a 
hoy, durst not pass it alone after nigh t-falL It is now cut 
down, so that its place is no more to be found y. but a Utile 
above where it Mood is -a rise in the ryad, ^ ::#$$& fimma- 
rorj/ J3m P 



